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than five hundred years ago. However, since Morris's death 
and the publication of Mackail's Life, there is also a renewal of 
interest in Morris's poetical work. The selections here given 
are taken from the Early Romantic Poems (the "Defense of 
Guinevere," etc.) — very full, filling eighty-eight pages — a se- 
lection of songs from the "Life and Death of Jason," then full 
selections from "The Earthly Paradise" and "Sigurd the Vol- 
sung," and finally many of the "Poems by the Way" — socialis- 
tic, romantic and Icelandic. These selections will introduce the 
reader ( all that any book of selections can do ) to William Mor- 
ris, poet, and may be the means of increasing the number of 
readers and students of Morris's work and teaching in all its 
phases. 



SOME NEW NOVELS 

Mr. Waddy's Return. By Theodore Winthrop. Edited by Burton E. 
Stevenson. New York : Henry Holt & Co. $1.50. 

There can be little question as to the advisability of giving 
"Mr. Waddy's Return" to the reading world. We only wish 
that Mr. Stevenson, himself a well-known magazine and newspa- 
per writer to whom was entrusted the task of revising and edit- 
ing the manuscript, had seen fit to preface the volume with a 
sketch of the author. Theodore Winthrop was a distinguished 
young graduate of Harvard who had already won a place for 
himself as a writer by his "Cecil Dreeme" before he entered 
the Civil War. His untimely death in battle is still mourned by 
those who knew his promise, and "Mr. Waddy's Return" was 
thus insured a welcome. The book is eminently readable and 
attractive, and of its several marked qualities of style, one would 
hesitate to call one even a fault. The spirit of Thackeray, of 
Dickens, of Miss Austen, hovers over the pages, the Latinisms 
and Gallicisms of our earlier writers are frequent, a spade is call- 
ed a spade very simply and straightforwardly, and there is a 
tightening about the chords of one's heart as he notes again the 
quaint forms of expression of a generation ago. The editor de- 
serves commendation for his good taste in leaving the matter so 
evidently in its original form. 



